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All respondents 

On 23 June 2016, the UK voted to leave the European Union 

("Brexit") by a majority of 51.9% to 48.1%. To give effect to Brexit, 

the UK government triggered Article 50 of the Treaty on European 

Union ("TEU") on 29 March 2017.  

The UK is scheduled to leave the EU on 29 March 2019 unless the 

two-year period is extended or the withdrawal notice pursuant to 

Article 50 of the TEU ("Article 50 Notice") is revoked. 

Whether the UK can unilaterally revoke the Article 50 Notice has 

been widely debated but until now, it remains an unresolved legal 

question.  

Background 
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Yes, the UK can 

unilaterally revoke the 

Article 50 Notice. 

No, the UK cannot 

unilaterally revoke the 

Article 50 Notice. 

Chart shows distribution of 

opinions among respondents. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:12012M/TXT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:12012M/TXT
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50


Respondents with first-hand 

experience only 

Confident respondents
1
 only 

15 experts responded to this question.  

The majority (54%) of experts considers the UK cannot unilaterally 

revoke the Article 50 Notice.  

However, among those experts who have indicated that they have 

worked on matters relating to the Article 50 revocation issue, the 

outcome is the reserve. Here, the majority considers the UK can 

unilaterally revoke the Article 50 Notice.  

Those respondents with first-hand experience account for 40% of 

all respondents.  

Among the confident respondents, the majority considers the UK 

can unilaterally revoke the Article 50 Notice. They account for 50% 

of all respondents. 

  

Editorial comment 
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Further breakdown of opinions  

ased o  respo de ts  e perie e  
and confidence level. 

1. Confident respondents refer to those respondents who have indicated that they are either highl  o fide t  or fairl  o fide t  when providing their answers.  

Yes, the UK can 

unilaterally revoke 

the Article 50 Notice. 

No, the UK cannot 

unilaterally revoke the 

Article 50 Notice. 

Editors highlight noteworthy 

observations from the results. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50


The inability to unilaterally revoke 

the Article 50 Notice would result in 

the forced expulsion of the UK. Such 

expulsion is inconsistent with the 

principle of solidarity and is a 

violation of the fundamental rights 

of the EU citizens. 

The UK constitution requires 

parliamentary approval on the 

withdrawal terms. The Article 

50 Notice was served 

conditionally upon such 

parliamentary approval (Article 

50(1) TEU). Until such approval 

is obtained, the Article 50 

Notice can be revoked. 

Key arguments – 

Editor’s Choice 

Article 50 of the TEU shall be 

interpreted to allow for any 

change in circumstances during 

the negotiation period, for 

instance, economic hardship. 

To allow for such adjustment, 

the notice must be unilaterally 

revocable. 

The experts were asked whether 

they support the following 

arguments. The higher the 

percentage, the stronger the 

support. 
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Commentary on pre-selected 

arguments will be published in full. 

Two ways of substantiating  

your response: First, comment 

on pre-sele ted argu e ts… 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012M/TXT
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50/prime-ministers-letter-to-donald-tusk-triggering-article-50
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012M/TXT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012M/TXT


Expert’s arguments 

Below lists all the arguments submitted by the experts.  
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… or, se o d, provide our own 

arguments. All e perts  
arguments will be set out in full. 



Argumentum e contrario: any 

extension of the negotiation 

beyond the two-year period 

requires the unanimous decision 

of the European Council (Article 

50(3) TEU). 

All constitutional requirements were 

met when parliamentary approval to 

serve the Article 50 Notice was 

obtained. Negotiations of the 

withdrawal terms fall within the 

prerogative powers of the Crown. 

Another parliamentary approval is 

not required. 

Key arguments – 

Editor’s Choice 

Potential abuse of process: 

such right could be used by 

the UK to renegotiate the 

terms of its EU membership 

when the terms of the 

withdrawal agreement are 

considered to be 

unfavourable to the UK. 

The experts were asked whether 

they support the following 

arguments. The higher the 

percentage, the stronger the 

support. 
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The higher the percentage, the 

stronger the support for the specific 

argument. This includes rating by 

oth es  a d o  respo de ts.  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012M/TXT
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/9/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/9/contents/enacted


Expert’s arguments 

Below lists all the arguments submitted by the experts.  
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All individual contributions are by 

default anonymous. This allows you 

to be firmer, clearer and more 

controversial when necessary.  



The following experts have contributed to this report. 

Name 

Title, Affiliated organisation 
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Title, Affiliated organisation 

Name 

Title, Affiliated organisation 
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Title, Affiliated organisation 
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Title, Affiliated organisation 

Name 

Title, Affiliated organisation 
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All contributing experts are listed, 

including their names, titles and 

affiliated organisations. No other 

information will be disclosed. 



Response collection period: Oct 2017 Total respondents: 10 

40% of the experts had first-hand experience 

Report date: Nov 2017 

Confident 

respondents:  
50% 

© NarusReport Company Limited. All rights reserved 2017. 

This publication is intended to provide an overview of the opinions held by the legal experts to the titled question. All opinions are expressed in the e perts  personal capacity and do not represent the opinions of the 

organisations affiliated with the experts or the NarusReport. NarusReport is a publication company and does not provide legal advice. 

The NarusReport provides a secure platform for renowned legal experts to express their views on toda s most controversial legal issues.  A survey engine collects the views of numerous experts and merges them into 

a single publication, the NarusReport. NarusReport Company Limited is an independent private company with no political affiliations. Enquiries relating to this publication should be sent to the NarusReport Company 

Limited at info@narusreport.com, Kemp House 160 City Road, London, EC1V 2NX, U.K. 
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The report concludes with 

a statistical overview. 

mailto:info@narusreport.com
mailto:info@narusreport.com
mailto:info@narusreport.com
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Anonymised raw data from all 

contributors is made available in 

the annex of the report.  


